God’s
Strange Act

The Destiny of Ephraim
And the Restoration of the House of Israel






$

&

&

hopeofzion@hotmail.com.
' H

b

& L]



Introduction from the Authors

Douglas Hatten
&

Joel Adams



Introduction by Douglas Hatten

| grew up in a church that billed itself as the true church of Jesus Christ to the
exclusion of all others. In the 1980s, | was one of many thousands who either left or were
driven out of that same denomination over disagreeable changes to church doctrine. Since
that time many break-away groups have been organized, and many have disassembled.
Some that began with much fanfare, signs and blessings, have since waned in power or
effectiveness - their numbers diminished. Many others refused to associate in any sort of
organizational attempt, and have continued to remain as independent branches unto this
day. But each of them continued to operate under the precept that they are either the one
true church, or a part of it to the exclusion of others who do not hold the same doctrine or
authority as they.

We weren’t the only church to bill itself as the true church. Other Protestant and
Mormon groups believe the same, and they weren’t the first. This is, of course, a notion
held by the Catholic Church. Recently, Pope Benedict XVI reasserted the universal
primacy of the Roman Catholic Church, approving a document that was released in July
of 2007, which states that Orthodox churches are defective and other Christian
denominations are not true churches.

For many long-time members of the church | grew up in, the crumbling of our
institution delivered a devastating blow to the pride associated with the notion of being
the “One and Only True Church.” Likewise, | have no doubt that many in the Catholic
Church have questioned the supremacy of their own Institution, with so many of its
children having suffered sexual abuse at the hands of their priests, and the cover-ups
associated with it.

Many who were devastated by the theological changes and subsequent break-up
in our church continue to hold fast to the hope that we might one day overcome the
differences that persist, and see the institution of the Church return to its former glory.
But like Humpty Dumpty, none of the King’s men seem able to put it back together
again. And the once seemingly small differences among those formally joined in a
common struggle to fight against error creeping into the Church, have since deepened.
The divisions only grow, and we continue to suffer split after split.

Around the turn of the century a thought came to rest very powerfully in my
conscience, which | believed to be a message from the Holy Spirit. That thought was: “Iz
is the end of the Church Age, and the beginning of the Kingdom Age.” 1 did not take the
word “church” here to mean the Bride of Christ. | sensed rather that in this case it
denoted the various expressions of the church of Jesus Christ through the efforts of man,
manifested in divisive factions, denominations and organizations.

With the lack of unity among those people who were formally members of the
same denomination as I, it seemed truly possible to me that the Church, as an Institution,



had irreparably crumbled. For many, the Church is the Institution, and since it is hard to
fathom that the Church of Christ could fail, therefore, the Institutional church must be
restored. They continue to cling to the hope that it will be cleansed somehow or
reorganized again. But while many mourned over the Institution or the glory days of the
past, a new possibility began to dawn upon me — a revelation. Perhaps God’s definition of
the true Church of Jesus Christ was very different than our own. Perhaps the Church and
the Institution we had called the Church, aren’t necessarily the same.

As | prayed about the condition of our denomination, and studied what the
Scriptures revealed about the Church that Jesus established, | began to believe that the
Church might not, in fact, be limited by any denominational boundaries. That notion,
when voiced by me, caused a stir of concern from some. But | was certain that God was
trying to reveal a greater truth to me.

Through the Scriptures, | came to the understanding that there were really only
two churches: the Church of Christ and the Church of the Devil.* | learned that it has
always been so, from the time of Cain and Abel, down through the centuries, until the
end of time when the kingdom of the devil is finally destroyed. Realizing that there are
really only two Churches has given me insight and new hope, seeing that the success or
failure of the Church did not hinge on the success or failure of any one denomination.
The true Church of Jesus Christ will prevail, even if every denomination collapsed and
fell into divisions and scandal.

Armed with the knowledge that there are only but two churches, I became
unwilling to believe that brothers and sisters | met from other denominations, who carried
with them the Spirit of God, and who received revelation and acted on it, were of the
Church of Satan. While some perhaps did not have a fullness of understanding on some
aspects of the gospel and doctrine of Christ, others walked in understanding and
obedience as great as any from my own denomination. | saw that the Church of Christ
transcended denominational boundaries and was comprised of anyone who heard the
voice of the Spirit, and followed after the Lord to obey His commandments and live their
life and do all things according to the will of God.

In the New Testament, the disciples tried to forbid a man who was preaching
Christ and performing miracles, simply because he was not a part of their group. Jesus
later told them: “Forbid not any; for he who is not against us is for us.”® The Jews
likewise thought they were God’s people to the exclusion of the Gentiles, until Peter’s
experience at Joppa. The Apostles thought that only they had the authority to select
another apostle, until Jesus called Paul without first consulting them or gaining their
permission.

If you belong to a denomination that claims to be the true church to the exclusion
of others, | have a simple question for you. Are the works of the membership of your
Church head and shoulders above all others? Does your righteousness exceed that of any
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2 Luke 9:50



other people? Does your group commonly experience the gifts of the Holy Spirit in
abundance, over and above that of every other church?

The Scribes and Pharisees were the authority of their day. They asked Jesus: “By
what authority doest thou these things? And who gave thee this authority?™ They also
wondered by what authority John baptized, since he hadn’t been sent by them. | have the
feeling that many who think themselves the authority to the exclusion of others will be
faced by similar situations in the last days. John told them that God could take any stone
and turn it into a son of Abraham, thereby signifying that those who thought they were
the chosen authority of God could be replaced, or that God could raise up whom He
would for His own purposes.

This is not to say that | advocate the wholesale acceptance of all people
everywhere who profess to believe in Christ, as being members the Church of Jesus
Christ. Jesus said that many at the last day will claim to have done all manner of good
works in His name, but He will tell them to depart for they never actually knew Him.*
We must adhere to His gospel and His doctrine, but we must also know Him and abide in
Him every day, or else we are not truly His.

One thing I understood for certain was that simply being on the membership roles
of the right denomination doesn’t guarantee anyone membership in the Kingdom of God.
And by that same reasoning then, it is also possible that being a member of an
organization with a less then perfect understanding of doctrine, wouldn’t necessarily
disqualify them from citizenship in His Kingdom either, for God holds us accountable to
what we know, and He judges the heart. It is not membership in the right denomination,
but our individual response to what God has given us that qualifies us.

In the Kingdom Age, which I believe is now beginning to dawn, the traditions of
man that do not hold water will no longer be sustained, for the Holy One of Israel will
begin to withdraw His Spirit from these efforts. Many errors, which in the past God may
have winked at in patient forbearance, will now be required of us to repent of, if we wish
to succeed.” A new order is coming to pass and only those things that are of Him will
prosper.

Those who truly have Jesus as their Head, rather than themselves or their religious
traditions, will be a part of the coming Kingdom. They will be His true Church, no matter
their denominational background. Errors we have held, common to the traditions of our
religious background will have to be corrected. Erroneous doctrine righted. There may be
a period of time when some will need to be baptized again, or for the first time, if they
have been taught that it was not necessary.

¥ Matthew 21:21

* Matthew 7:33

> Acts 17:30 “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to
repent,”’



Those who carelessly dismiss or rebel against the law or the word of God,
practicing lawlessness and disregard for the authority God has set in the Church, shall
also face judgments that they may have an opportunity to repent. Jesus is not simply a
Lamb who is meek and forgiving. He is coming as a Lion and He will reign as King and
implement Justice.

After receiving these revelations on the Church, | received another eye opening
truth found in a single verse of Scripture that | had previously overlooked. Here is the
Verse:

“...in nothing doth man offend God, or against none is his wrath kindled, save those who
confess not his hand in all things, and obey not his commandments.” [RLDS Doctrine
and Covenants Sec 59:5b]

As the significance of this verse began to unfold in my life, 1 not only started
confessing God at work everywhere, but | saw it. It became undeniable. If you have never
had this truth revealed to you before, you have missed out on a tremendous blessing that
includes the peace that passes all understanding.

Previous to receiving this truth, I frequently saw things that appeared to me to be
nothing more than tragedy or disappointment over situations in my life, in the lives of
others, in the church, and throughout the world. I did not always see the greater good
attached to these things. | didn’t understand the necessity or good that can come of
suffering and pain. | subconsciously feared that God may not be fully in control, or that
He may not be getting His way due to the sins of man or the overriding power of freewill.
Because of this | sometimes walked in fear of making a mistake, because I might ruin
God’s plans.

Understanding the amazing truth that God’s hand is in all things was an enormous
deliverance for me. | now understood just what it truly meant that God was “in and
through all things.”6 He is continually shaping everything to work to our good, even our
mistakes. He is manipulating life-events to teach us and grow us. There is truly nothing
that can separate us from the love of God’ and His plans are not frustrated by man.®

Living in the midst of Eternity, the Lord already knows beforehand all that will
ever come to pass, and every decision we will ever make. He is never surprised by our
choices. He is not left scrambling to figure out a Plan B. He foreknew us, even as the
Scriptures tell us, and knowing all we would do, He uses that knowledge and His vast
wisdom and power to weave all these things into the tapestry of His master plan.

Within the framework of both the freewill of mankind, and His omnipotence, He
is working in and through all things, and He is able to bring about His purposes and move

® RLDS Doctrine and Covenants Sec 85:10c

" Romans 8:39

® RLDS Doctrine and Covenants Sec 2:2a “Remember, remember, that it is not the work of God that is
frustrated, but the work of men.”



in the lives and circumstances of people everywhere. He is able to bring about His mighty
purpose through both good and evil, and there is nothing we can do to prevent it. We can
only choose whether we wish to side with Him, and be blessed, or seek our own will, and
miss out.

This revelation of God’s hand being in all things spills over into every aspect of
life, including how | view the problems in the Institutional Church. Let me explain. If
your dreams for the success of your branch, denomination or movement are being
shattered in some way, then there is a reason for it. God is doing it. In order to not offend
God, I must confess His hand in all things. | confess His hand in the breakup in the RLDS
church, and I confess His hand in our inability so far to come together and either set it in
order, or reorganize the institution again.

God has caused this, or else He is allowing it. And if you truly understand the revelation
of God’s hand being in all things, you will know that both of these possibilities (God
doing it, or God allowing it) are really one and the same.

Confess His hand in it! Find peace. And then move as His Spirit directs. He is in
control. You cannot make anything happen until He decides it is time, or else all your
efforts will be frustrated. Stick close to Him and willingly subject yourself to all that He
sees fit to inflict upon you. Know that when we accept His will in all things, confess His
hand in it, and learn to trust Him and praise Him in the storm, that we will be right where
we need to be, found doing what God would have us be doing at this present time. We are
assured the victory, even if it is not immediately seen. Life is more than temporary and
fleeting successes or victories which appeal to the flesh. This life is the anvil, trials are
the flame, we are the heated metal, and the Lord is carefully guiding the blows of the
hammer that will forge a useful tool for His Kingdom.

In the wilderness, the people of Israel became afflicted by fiery serpents. By the
commandment of God, Moses made a brazen serpent and set it upon a pole so that any
who were afflicted need only look upon it and they would be healed.® This was, of
course, a type and shadow of a greater truth. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.” [John 3:14]

Although the brazen serpent was a gift from God, later in Israel’s history King
Hezekiah had it destroyed because many in Israel began to worship it. It had become an
idol.% Likewise, | believe that for many of us, the Institutional Church, though God had
given it, has become an idol.

Over the years, many in the Church worked to convert people to the Church, more
than to Jesus Christ. We baptized into the Church, instead of unto repentance. We’d lay
hands on them to confer membership, rather than the Holy Ghost. In many ways, the
Church became the goal, rather than the means to accomplish the actual goal. When we
examine the teachings of Jesus, the Church never was the goal. Jesus did not teach about
the Church, he taught about the Kingdom. Those who followed Him and assisted Him in

® Numbers 21:8
102 Kings 18:4



the building of His Kingdom here on earth would be called His Church. The Church is
not the goal, but rather a vehicle to help us attain the true goal, even the high calling that
God has set before us: the salvation of souls and the establishment of Zion.

The simplest definition of the Church of Jesus Christ is that it is the totality of all
those people, everywhere, who hear the voice of the Lord, and obey it. It is not an
institution. Those people who comprise His Church can be organized, or unorganized.
Although organization is preferable, organization is only a benefit when Christ is at its
head. When man is at its head, organizations become an impediment to the work of God.
The angel that appeared to Nephi called this the Great and Abominable Church.

Not being organized does not disqualify us from being His Church. Membership
in an organization that has all the right offices, ordinances, and hierarchal offices in
place, does not guarantee us that we are in His Church.'!  Even as the Pharisees were
guilty of having a form of godliness, but denied the power thereof, so likewise, our
ordinances and offices of authority can become shallow and empty if we are devoid of
the life of the Spirit.

As the traditional view of the Church began to give way in my life to a new
Kingdom Age view, another remarkable revelation burst forth in my life. | discovered the
importance of tribal identity and the role that the lost tribes of Israel will play with regard
to the establishment of Zion. | also began to see the importance of knowing and
understanding my own tribal inheritance, as it pertains to my life’s work and calling.

Less than two years before beginning work on this book, the subject of the
“Restoration of the House of Israel” became of great interest to me. | began a Scripture
study on the prophecies regarding the Twelve Tribes of Israel in the last days. Over the
next several months | was nearly overwhelmed by the flood of information and revelation
coming at me by way of scriptural insight and revelation of the Holy Ghost. | also gained
insight from friends. | received timely words from complete strangers whom | came in
contact with by divine appointment. Piece by piece, the Holy Spirit enlarged my
understanding on the subject. This book is a result of those revelations.

As the pieces of the puzzle came together, | became quite a bit more enthusiastic
about the “Restoration of the House of Israel” and began to see the importance of each
tribe specifically. In particular, my interest was drawn to the prophesied role of the tribe
of Ephraim, and later to the great importance of Manasseh. As | studied this further, | did
a presentation on the tribe of Ephraim at our local branch. The people appeared to be very
excited by the information provided. There were many who confessed to me that they
hadn’t recognized the importance of tribal identity previous to attending the class.

Each tribe has its own traits, strengths and weaknesses. These tribal
characteristics can be found in the Scriptures. It was amazing how true those historical
traits fit the people identified with those same tribes today. My mother’s side of the
family was all from Ephraim/Joseph. | believe that for men at least, spiritual or tribal

11 5ee RLDS Doctrine and Covenant Sec 3:16a-b.



inheritance is passed from father to son. | have reason to believe that my father’s linage is
Levi among Ephraim.

As | studied the Scriptures in order to seek a better understanding of these things,
| increasingly found that tribal identity and the revelation on the emerging Kingdom Age
were very closely related.

The Scriptures contain clear evidence that Ephraim and Manasseh would be the
first among the lost tribes to be restored. According to the Bible, Zion will be saved when
God stirs up His strength among Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin (the children of
Rachel).’? It is after the awakening of Manasseh that the actual building of Zion
commences, with help from the other gathering tribes, and the consecrated resources of
the Gentiles.”® Aside from Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin, there is considerable
evidence that Levi will play an integral role in how these tribes come together and fulfill
their calling.

The building of Zion and the gathering of the lost tribes will be accomplished
with the gift of a great endowment of power from on High. But in order to embrace the
new order of things (The Kingdom Age) we might need to leave behind or get past some
of the incorrect traditions left over from the Church Age.

Instead of working for the expansion of a denomination or seeking to convert
souls unto the Church, we need to give way to a new and greater purpose. Instead of
proudly thinking of ourselves as the ‘One and Only True Church’ to the exclusion of
others, many denominations and groups will need to be humbled and come to the
realization that they are just one segment of only one tribe among many. Our tribe must
make preparations not only that we may fulfill our own role in the Kingdom, but also that
we may be able to receive the other tribes.

Every tribe will have their own unique gifts, talents and attitudes. They may
worship differently than us. They may speak another language. They will have their own
traditions, their own strengths and weaknesses. They will have their own calling and
purpose, unique to them. They may have their own writings, books of scripture, or
revelations. We will have to prepare ourselves for this possibility. We will need to
overcome some of our prejudices and self-centeredness. We will also have to exercise
caution and discernment, while simultaneously rejecting fear-based judgmental attitudes.
We will need to abandon some of our more exclusive traditions in favor of the emerging
Kingdom of our Christ and the Restoration of the whole House of Israel, which may be
more inclusive™ than we have previously been accustomed to.

In order for us to make room in our hearts for the place of others unlike us in the
Kingdom, we will need to move away from exclusive notions running around in our head

'2 psalm 80:2

133 Nephi 10:1-2

“ The word “inclusive’ carries with it many negative connotations among conservatives, but my use of this
term is not meant to denote the embrace of unlawful or unscriptural things.



like: “We re the real church, and you re not.” We must instead realize that when it comes
to the differences in our religious traditions, that it is sometimes less about what is right
and wrong, and more about differing levels of understanding, and differing levels of
authority and spiritual keys.

Rather than degrade the value of the various Christian faiths, different than our
own, we need to focus instead on personally working towards the principles and truths of
the Kingdom and its Law. When we worry more about fulfilling our part and looking to
the beam in our own eye, than in judging others, we can patiently and lovingly learn to
stand alongside a brother or sister of a lesser level of understanding. We can learn to
value their contribution or the part they play in God’s overall plan.

We must understand that every kingdom has a law, and many who are among the
Gentiles will operate under a lesser law. If God has provided a place for those who have
not received as much light and truth as others, shouldn’t we? While we can and should
invite all who are willing to higher ground, weaning them from milk to meat, and seeking
to correct error, we should refrain from ever condemning or looking down upon those
who abide another Glory.*

The tribes of Israel need not be in competition with one another, or with the
Gentiles. The Celestial Glory need not be in competition with the other Glories.
Recognize and respect them for what they are. Those who strive for prominence will find
themselves at the back of the line, not the front. Humility and servitude will be the call
sign of the Kingdom, rather than pride and arrogance. Jesus showed us the way when he
put on the towel and washed the feet of the Disciples.

Among every nation of believers, on whatever level of truth they grasp, our
common ground will be our faith in Jesus Christ. Among the tribes of Israel, our common
ground will also include the establishment of Zion, or a place where it will finally be “on
earth as it is in Heaven.” \WWe will have to be patient and allow the Holy Spirit to grow us
together into one understanding. | am certain that we will discover that the true Church of
Jesus Christ, or the Kingdom of God, is even greater than we have ever imagined.

Every tribe will have things in their traditions that are of God - things they will
need to share with the other tribes. And every tribe will also have traditions of men, and
things that will need to be eliminated in time. We will need to tear down our tower of
exclusivity, which is built more upon the foundation of false tradition than upon the word
of God. Not all differences can or should be eliminated, because there is a diversity that is
of God and that exists by His design.

The King will have a Holy City, which the tribes shall gather to according to His
law, not our own. It is all a part of His strange act that He shall accomplish in the last
days. There is a reason behind why Zion is described by John as having twelve different
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gates, one for each of the tribes of Israel.*® And in the midst of this city there is a tree that
bares twelve manner of fruits - the leaves of which will be for the healing of the nations.'’

What set me about writing this book was to come to the realization that God is
looking to do far more than restore a New Testament style church with all the gifts and
blessings of old. In the restoration of all things promised by the prophets, God is looking
to literally restore the lost tribes of Israel, gather them in unto one place, and set up an
ensign for the world to see. This event is known by a number of names including: the
great and marvelous work, the work of the Father, and God’s strange act. It is a mystery
that has been hidden from the world, and its time is nearly upon us.

Years ago | had a dream where | was wading out into the ocean. Wading out into
the ocean represented the future, or going to the promised land. Along side of me was an
old style wooden sailing vessel full of people. One of them called out to me and asked:
“Do you think we’ll make it?” When | heard the question, | looked back to the sea and
saw before us a gigantic wall of water. It was a tsunami. Without any fear or excitement
in my voice, | turned back to the man and said: “Not with this one.” Before | knew it |
popped up safely on the other side of the wave. Many of those in the boat likewise
appeared, minus the boat, which had been smashed to pieces. In praying about this
dream, | got the impression that the wave represented a coming movement of God, and
the old-style wooden sailing vessel represented the traditions of man and churches that
will not float in the coming Kingdom. Some will see only loss as churches crumble, and
people lose faith in their leaders, but those who persevere will find themselves guided by
true shepherds, who follow not after their own wisdom, but who know the wisdom of
God. They follow the good shepherd. Christ will be the head of His church. Those
shepherds who have fed on the flocks will be judged, and their flocks given to others.

We must be prepared for what is coming, and not lose heart. It is a time of great
anticipation and excitement for those with eyes to see. The Kingdom is near at hand!

16 Revelation 21:12
17 Revelation 22:2



